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What Caesar's is and What God's is
(Matt. 22:15-22)

The text shows a disturbance of which the Pharisees tried
to arrest and Kkill Jesus laid plans to trap him and to find his
words wrong. The Pharisees mobilized the Herodians and
or§anized the tricky and systematic conspiracy to kill Jesus (v.
16).

The Pharisees and the Herodians, in their own way, laid
plans to trap Jesus in his word, in order that anyone can easily
fall into a trap, and they asked the following for Jesus, “Tell us
then, what is your opinion: Is it right to pay tax to Caesar or
not?” (v.17). It is very difficult to answer whether it is right to
pay tax or not.

Jesus scolded them, “You hypocrites, why are you trying
to trap me?”, and said to them, “Show me the coin used for
paying the taxes.” And he asked them, “Whose portrait is this? And whose
inscription?”

“Then he said to them, ‘Give to Caesar
what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.”
v.21)

Jesus, that time, recognized the social
or political system and did his best to pay
tax. Because the Temple belongs to God and
Jesus is the son of God, he does not need to
pay the Temple tax, but he told Peter that he
would go to the lake and take the first fish
he catches; open its mouth and find a four-
drachma coin and give to them for Jesus tax
and Peter’s, Here, Jesus set a very important
principle of life of which we should obey the
social and national order that we belong to.

Whether the upper power is good or
wicked, competent or incompetent, and
favorable or hostile, we should obey them.
This is why God gives us all power in the
world. And because all nations’ politics should
be maintained social security and order, it
is no wonder that we should pay taxes for
public advantage.

Here, however, Jesus does not finish his
answer. He says, “You must give to God what
is God's.” What is God's? First, it is the life
of offerings. Secondly, it is life of service. We
do not give only a tenth of substance to God
but also detach a tenth of our life in order to
serve the church of Christ’s body.

Christians are, so called, double citizens. They are the people of God’s
kingdom, and also world citizens. So, we all have to be loyal to both sides.
But when the worldly nation each other bumps against the power of
God’s kingdom, it is right to obey the power of God’s kingdom. The reason
is that all power comes from God who rules all things in the universe and
the world.

My beloved Christians,

Now, Jesus already knew that he would die on the cross, the Pharisees
were wicked. Like this, Jesus who understands our circumstances, pains,
and worries knows even what kind of misunderstanding we have, and
what kind of pain we suffer.

By holding such Jesus and even his death on the cross, I sincerely
pray that all of us will partake in the power and joys of the resurrection
from death with each other in the name of Jesus Christ.
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